INSTRUCTIONS 


PROVISIONAL CAVALRY. 


His Royal Highneſs the CommanDER in 
CIE directs that the following Inſtructions be 
- obſerved by the Proviſional Cavalry, when they are 


called out and embodied. 


By Command of His Royal Highneſs 


The COMMANDER in CHIEF. 


WILLIAM FAWCETT. 


Adjutant General. 
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INSTRUCTIONS. 


FOR THE 


PROVISIONAL CAVALRY. 
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Reſpecting the interior Oeconomy of 
the Corps. 


TE following Inſtructions are calcu- 
lated to eſtabliſh uniformity of Syſtem in 
the Care of the Men and Horſes, and 
muſt be conſidered as the Standing Or- 
ders of the Corps. 
The Proviſional Cavalry having aſ- Forming 
ſembled, the Commanding Officer will into Troops. 
proceed to form them into Troops, and 


appoint the proper Officers and Non- 
A 3 commiſſioned. 


Troops di- 
vided into 
Squads. 


Quartering 


in Canton— 
ments. 


( v9 
commiſſioned Officers to each Troop, if 
not already done: after which the next 
Step will be to divide the Troops into 
Squads ; that is, to attach to the Care of 
every Serjeant, an equal Number of 


Privates of the Troop to which he be- 


longs, who aſſiſted by a Corporal, will 
have to inſtruct them in their Duty, be 
reſponſible for the Regularity of their 


Conduct in Quarters, and enſure an 


Obedience to all Orders. | 
Non-commiſſioned Officers muſt be 
quartered with the Men of their Squads, 
for which Purpoſe the Town will be di- 
vided into Cantonments, allotting to each 
Troop a ſeparate Cantonment, taking 


care that the Quartering of one Troop 


does not interfere with the other, either 
in Men or Hories. In like manner, the 
Non-commiſſioned Officers and their 
Squads are to be billetted in Houſes 
contiguous to each other, the Men and 
their Horſes being under the Direction 


ol the ſame Squad Officer, 


The 
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The Men of each Squad muſt be Eſtabliſhing 
formed into Meſſes under the Direction of Meſles. 
of the Squad Officer. The Health of 
of the Corps will greatly depend on 
this Particular, and their Cleanlineſs in 
Quarters, The Meſſes will be laid in, 
once or twice per Week, as the Markets 
require, and care taken that four Shil- 
lings and Sixpence per Week, ſhall be 
applied by every Man, towards ond Ex- 
pences of his Meſs. 

The Mens Meſſes to be daily inſpeQted Viſiting of 
by an Officer per Troop, who will -ob- mann 
ſerve that the Soldiers Rooms are kept , 
clean and airy, that the Bedding is taken 
care of, and each Man's Appointments 


hung up, and in good Order. 


The Condition of the Horſes depends Treatment 
on the Mode of treating them :—lt is of — 
neceſſary that the utmoſt Attention be Hes. 

A4 paid 


© ifiting of 
e Stables. 


( 9:3 


paid to a proper Diſcharge of Stable 
Duties. Horſes require to be fed and 
dreſſed at leaſt three Times a Day, and 
thoſe at fixt Hours; to be vatered 
Morning and Evening, and regularly 
exerciſed each Day for two Hours. 
Officers and non- commiſſioned Offi- 
cers ſhould be required to viſit the Sta- 
bles at the Hours the Men dreſs their 
Horſes. Squad Non- commiſſioned Offi- 
cers muſt frequently make the Round of 
their. Squads during every Stable Hour. 
The Officers are to attend at leaſt once 
a Day, when the Quarter-maſter Ser- 
jeant muſt accompany them in making 
the Round of their 'Troops. | 
In viſiting the Stables, Officers will 
obſerve whether Stable Duties are diſ- 
charged, according to the Orders of the 
Corps :—They muſt examine the Qua- 
lity of the Forage, and take particular 
Care that the Horſes are fed up to the 


| Allowance, ordered by His Majeſty's 


Regulations, 
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Regulations, which is fully equal to 
maintain Horſes in the higheſt Condi- 
tion, under every Circumſtance of Duty 
and Fatigue: The Horſes Backs are 


to be inſpected, and Care taken to have 


the Saddles immediately altered where 
any Injury has been ſuſtained. 

As much depends on the Attention 
paid to the Shoeing of the Horſes, it will 
be proper to procure a ſet of Shoes, 
with Nails, made on the exact Pattern 


pointed out by the Veterinary College, 


for the Shoeing of Dragoon Horſes ;— 


and the Farriers of the Corps ſhould be 


made to ſhoe in conformity to thoſe Pat- 
terns. The Troop Officers to be re- 

ſponſible that the Horſes are always well 
ſhod. 
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The Complement of Neceſſaries 
ſhould be kept complete, without which 
Men can neither be clean or healthy. — 
And in order to prevent Neceſſaries be- 


Ing 


Shoeing of 
the Horſes. 


Inſpection 
of Men's 
Neceſſaries. 
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ing diſpoſed of, a weekly Inſpection by 
the Officers will be requiſite - when 


every Article of Neceſſaries muſt be 


Dreſs of the 
Corps. 


Care of the 
Sick. 


produced. 


— 


Uniformity of Dreſs is neceſſary to 
the military Appearance of the Corps; 
therefore whatever is the eſtabliſhed Uni- 
form, no Deviation from it ſhould be 
permitted ; and Officers are on no Ac- 
count to appear in Quarters out of Uni- 
form, ſuch Condudt being contrary to 
His Majeſty's expreſs Orders. 


— 


— 


Should the Corps be divided in ſuch 
Manner, that the Surgeon cannot attend 
the whole of the Sick, the Officers com- 
manding in the different Quarters will 
employ a Perſon for tlie Care of the 


Men. 


A Return of the Sick of each Troop 


will be given every Morning to the Sur- 
geon, 
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geon, and they muſt attend him at fixt 


Hours; thoſe who are not able, the 


Surgeon will viſit at their Quarters. 


Whenever a Regiment arrives in a 
Quarter, an Alarm- Poſt is to be fixt on, 
and ſpecified in Orders. If at any Time 
the Trumpet ſounds 7 Arms! every 


rm-Poſt. 


Man muſt repair on Foot with his Arms 


and Ammunition to the Alarm-Poſt 
but ſhould the Trumpet ſound 70 Horſe ! 


then all turn out fully accoutred on 
Horſeback. 


A Captain is reſponſible for the Cor- 
rectneſs of his Troop's Accounts. He 
may appoint the Quarter Maſter Serjeant 


Troop Ac- 


counts. 


to ſerve as his. Clerk, who will have to 


keep the Troop Books, and provide the 
Men with Neceſlarics. It is the Captain's 
indiſpenſible Duty to ſee that the Neceſ- 

ſaries 


Duty in 
Quarters, 
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faries delivered are good, purchaſed at 
the loweſt Rate, and iſſued at prime Colt. 
The Men are to be accounted with, and 
have their Balances paid them, every two 
Months, at which Time the Clerks will 
produce their Regiſter Books to the 
Adjutant, who, under the Direction of 
the Commanding Officer, is to examine 
them:—they will alfo give in a Liſt of 
Debts and Credits ſigned by the Com- 
manding Officer of the Troop, for the 
Commanding Officer of the Corps. 


In ſettled Quarters it will be proper to | 
_ appoint an orderly Officer, and likewiſe - | 


to mount a Serjeant's Guard, but every 
unneceſſary Interference with the Drills 
muſt be ſtudiouſly avoided, as the chief 
Object at preſent ſhould be, to perfect 
Troops in Diſcipline, and render them 
immediately Effective. 


A Horſeman finds ſuch conſtant occu- 
pation 


> 


N 3 6— . 


5 


pation in attending Drills, and to the 
Care of his Horſe and Appointments, 
that Parades purpoſely for the Inſpection 
of the Mens Dreſs need not be inſtituted; 
therefore Squads muſt be minutely ex- 
amined before they commence drilling; 
and it will be found, that by being thus 
inſpected in detail, the ſmalleſt Imper- 
fection of Dreſs is ſeen, which frequently 
eſcapes notice in general Parades of the 
Regiment.“ . | 


* The detail of all the foregoing Circumſtances, 
and to which Reference is to be made, will be 
found in the Firſt Part of the Standing Orders 
for the Cavalry, publiſhed by Authority, and 
printed by Walter, in 1795. 


Drill on Horſeback. 


Tux Drills of the Provifional Cavalry nan cn 
are to be conduQted on Horſeback, ex- Horſeback, 
cept when learning the Rudiments of 
the Sword Exerciſe, which may be at- 
tained on Foot. The Mode of Inſtruc- Clafling for 
tion will be arranged for three diſtinct — 
CLASss Es, in order that thoſe who are 
Horſemen may be immediately made 
acquainted with the moſt uſeful Manceu- 
vres, and likewiſe contribute their Aſ- 
ſiſtance in forming the junior Claſſes of 
the Corps. | 

Every Perſon whether Non-com- 
miſſioned Officer or Private is to be 
claſſed; for which Purpoſe an Officer 

muſt 


[165] 
muſt be appointed to inſpe& their Riding, 
and attach each Perſon to a Claſs, ac- 
cording to his Abilities in Horſemanſhip. 
This Arrangement ſhould take Place 
as ſoon as poſſible, after the Corps aſ- 
ſembles in Quarters. The firſt Inſpec- 
tion of their Riding, for the Purpoſe 
of claſſing, ought to be made in ſmall 
Squads of five or ſix Men riding in a 
Circle, 


CY 


By thus dividing Men into Claſſes, 
their Abilities are diſtinguiſhed, and the 
Progreſs of Individuals 1s more readily 
perceived and brought forward. 

The Proviſional Cavalry have not 
Time to be made perfect in all the Rules 
of Manage Riding; what they have 
principally to attain in Horſemanſhip, is 

a firm Seat, and to be able to direct their 
Horſes without Difficulty. When this 
is attained, they may be inſtructed in 
the Leſſons pointed out for the third or 

5 | ſenior 
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ſenior Claſs, and be employed in drilling 
the two junior Claſſes of the Corps. 


As the Rudiments of every Art de- 
mand individual Explanation, particu- 
larly in the earlieſt Stages of Inſtruction, 
it is not poſſible for a Drill Officer to 
inſtru& a numerous Squad, without 


great Loſs of Time to thoſe Men who 


are moſt quick in receiving Impreſſions 
of the Service; therefore each Claſs will 
be drilled in Squads, not exceeding from 
fifteen to twenty Perſons; and the 


Drilling in 
Squads. 


imaller the Squads are for the junior 


Claſs, the better they will be formed. 


According to this Arrangement, every 


Perſon in the Corps may with the utmoſt 


eaſe be drilled in Squads for an Hour 
a Day, and without Fatigue to the Drill 


Officers; for admitting the Number of 
the Corps to conſiſt of three Hundred 
„ B Men, 
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Men, and that the Squads amount to 
twenty Perſons cach, it would require 
fifteen Hours to drill them, which di- 
vided by five Drill Officers, leaves each 
of them three Hours to be employed in 


drilling: But it is to be ſuppoſed that A 


Atrendance 
of Officers at 
Drills. 


Corps containing the Number from which 
the foregoing Example is drawn, muſt 
be able to furniſh more than five Men 
capable of giving Inſtruction, and will 
conſequently afford ample Means of 
cloſing the Horſe Drill at an early Hour 
of the Morning, and thereby enable Part 
of the Afternoon to be employed at the 
Sword Drill, and ſuch Duties as the in- 
terior Regulation of the Corps may re- 

quire. | 
Although the Perſons moſt capable 
of giving Inſtruction at Drills, are to be 
appointed indiſcriminately, whether non- 
commiſſioned Officer or Private; it is 
not meant that they ſhould be left to 
carry on the Inſtruction of the Corps 
uncontrouled; Officers mult attend at 
all 


[:49 1 
all Drills, to aſſiſt and ſuperintend the 
Conduct of thoſe who direct Squads. 

The Inſtructions, given at Drills, 
ſhould be as much as poſlible conforma- 
ble to the eſtabliſhed Principles of good 
Horſemanſhip. Yet it is not neceſſary 
that Men ſhould attain perfe& Execu- 
tion before they are removed from one 
Claſs to another. 

If they can ſet their Horſes, direct 
them, and underſtand what is required 
of them, when commanded, they muſt 
be conſidered fit for the Ranks; as con- 
ſtant Practice in the ſame Things, will 
lead them eventually to execute with 


more Preciſion. 


—— — — — — 


The FIRST CLass ſhould begin with 
inſtructing how to mount and diſmount ; 
and then be taught the proper Poſition 
of the Body and Bridle-Hand when on 
Horſeback. To ride in Circle, firlt at a 
Walk, and then a Trot, turning the 

B 2 | Horſe 


Inſtruction 
for the firſt 
or youngeſt 


Clats. 
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Horſe to the Right and Left about; — 
reining back and moving forward. Fi- 
nally to form a Rank entire, to know 
the Diſtance of Files, with the Manner 
of Dreſſing and Ranking off. 


—— — 


Thoſe who have the Direction of 
Squads at Drill, muſt attend mounted, 
in order to exemplify every Part of the 
Inſtruction they are required to convey. 
Their Directions muſt be given in a diſ- 
tinct and full Tone of Voice, ſo that they 
may be heard by every Man in the Cir- 
cle, which will command Attention :— 
And as generally the ſame Points of 
Awkwardneſs appear in all Men, when 
learning the ſame Thing, the whole Cir- 
cle will be corrected, by the Directions 
addreſt to an Individual, if the Drill 
Officer is diſtinctly heard. 

As Attention for any Length of Time 
cannot at firſt be expected of Recruits; 
the Squads muſt frequently be halted, 

during 


f 


ks 


ww 
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during each Leſſon, and the Men allowed 
to ſit at caſe.* 


The Szcond CLass will begin by 
trotting for a Quarter of an Hour, round 
the Circle, without Stirrups ;—then unite 
the different Squads that may be drilling 
at the ſame Hour, and form them in two 
Ranks. If they amount in Number to a 
Troop, tell them off in two Diviſions, 


Inſtruction 
for the Se- 
cond Claſs. 


Ranks by Threes, and right and left 


Files, placing Non-commiſſioned Offi- 
cers, or intelligent Privates to the com- 
mand of Diviſions. 

They ſhould next ride in Stirrups, 
and be taught the Diſtance of Ranks, in 


open and cloſe Order To wheel Ranks 


by Threes to the Left and Right— 


* Under the Article Hor/e Drill in the Cavalry 
Standing Orders of 1795, publiſhed by Walter, 
an ample Detail is given of what is here pointed 
out as a Practice for the firſt Clais. | 
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March to a Flank and cover To turn 
the Head of the Column, on a moveable 
Pivot, by bringing the right or left 
Shoulder forward, then halt and wheel 
up into Line — To mount and diſmount 
in Ranks To file and form To break 
off Ranks by Twos and form, and to 
move forward and retire in Line. 

When riding in the Ranks, Men are 
to keep ſteady to the Points of Dreſſing, 
their Legs without Motion and cloſe to 
their Horſes. Care is to be taken by 
the Rider to keep his Horſe to the exact 
Pace ordered, as no Movement of Ca- 
valry can be correctly executed, without 
due Attention to Intervals and Unifor- 
mity of Pace. - 

When this Claſs is perfect, in the pre- 
ceding Rudiments of Manceuvre, they 
are to be taught the Exerciſe of the Piſ- 
tol on Horſeback, and the Uſe of the 
Sword, confining themſelves to the Aſ- 
fault, and the fourth Diviſion of Move- 
ments, 


LW 37 
ments, as ſet forth in the Sword Exer- 
ciſe Regulations for the Cavalry. 


—— —_—_ — 


The THrirp CLass is to be inſtructed 
in Squadron, which muſt be told off, and 
have the proper Officers and Non-com- 
miſſioned Officers appointed. They are 
to move forward and retire in Line, to 
go through their Wheelings, firſt by Di- 
viſions and afterwards by half Squa- 


drons. The Markers who direct the 


Degree of the Wheel, muſt be inſtructed 
in that Duty—The Officers and Non- 
commiſhoned Officers muſt know the 
Flank to which they ſhould ſhift, and the 
whole the proper Points of Drefſing— 
They muſt be taught to march in open 
and cloſe Columns; changing the Di- 
rection and Pace of the Column on the 
March; and finally, wheel from open 
Column into Line, | 


CONC 
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Inſtruction 
for the third 
Claſs. ; 
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The Operation of a fingle Squadron 
. In all its breakings off, has no Difference 
of Execution when manceuvring in 
Corps; therefore, having in the third 
Claſs been inſtructed to break into Co- 
lumn, and march to a Flank, it is only 
neceſſary to obſerve, that the ſame Move- 
ments may be executed by a Corps, 
formed of Squadrons, arranged in Line 
to any Extent. The Attention of the 
Proviſional Cavalry muſt principally be 

directed to the following Manceuvres. 


& 
—— Um—U— —— 
y 1 


n From Line, form a cloſe Column of 
Plate IJ. half Squadrons on the Right, with the 
right half Squadron in Front March 
and on the March, open out the Column 

to half Diſtance, then reduce the Front 

to a cloſe Column of Diviſions— Halt, 

deploy, and form Line. | 
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Form 
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| Form a cloſe Column of half Squa- plate II. 
drons on the Left; with the left half Fig 1. 
Squadron in Front, wheel about Ranks by 
Threes—Retire- the Column, and in fo 

doing open out to wheeling Intervals, 

It will then halt and front—When by 

the oblique March, half Squadrons are 

to advance and form the Line. 


— 


; The Line is to advance at a Trot, and ag, II. 
; retire at a Walk ; after which move for- EE 
ward to the Charge. 

Marching and charging ,in 5 OP and 
preſerving Diſtances in open Column, 
are two Things which require the moſt 
| Practice to attain, and are of the moſt 


| | effential Utility. 


The Officer commanding the Line 
muſt deliver- his Orders in a diſtin& 
Manner, taking care to make the pro- 
per Pauſe on thoſe Directions that are 


cautionary, in order to allow Time for 
Officers 
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Officers to underſtand what is required 
of them; and ſuch other Words of 
Command as direct the immediate Exe- 
cution of any Movement, he will deliver 
with Quickneſs and Expreſſion. 
When in Line, Words of Command 
are repeated by Squadron Officers; but 
in open Column of half Squadrons, the 
half Squadron Officers repeat; and Di- 
viſion Officers, when in Diviſions. 

In all Movements thoſe who are to 
repeat Words of Command, mult lead their 
reſpective Diviſions in the Execution of 
the Manceuvre. Officers F the 
drefſing Point, whether in Column or 
Line. When in Line, Squadrons dreſs 
to their Center, and Officers leading 
from the Center of Squadrons, regulate 
the Dreſſing of the Line by the Squadron 
of DireCtion, | 
In Column of half Squadrons or Di- 
viſions, the Drefling is to that Flank, 
where Officers are, whoſe Poſts are 

deter- 


4 
determined, by the breaking ol with 
Right or Left in Front. 

The Officers who conduct Diviſions in 
Movements, are reſponſible for the In- 
tervals being correctly taken, and pre- 
ſerved ; therefore whether in Line or 
Column, their Attention muſt be con- 
fined to thoſe two Points, and not the 
Dreſſing of the Men; which ſhould be 
attended to by the ſupernumerary Offi- 
cers, or Non-commiſſioned Officers 
poſted in the Rear. * 


* The more minute Detail of whatever re- 
gards the Points of Inſtruction for the Second and 
Third Drills, and for the Movements and Ma- 
nœuvres, are to be found in the Cavalry Re- 
gulations of Exerciſe and Movement of 1796, 
and in their Elucidation of 1798, publiſhed by 
Authority, by Egerton. 
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| Conduct of the Corps when fingle or 
when advanced before the Army. 


Warn the Corps is moving in Co- 
lumn of March, whatever, 1s the Front 
of the Diviſion which leads, the ſame 
Front muſt be obſerved by every ſuc- 
ceeding Diviſion, and every Alteration 
of Direction, or Pace, made by the lead- 
ing Diviſion, muſt be conformed to by 
the others, without waiting a general 
Order for that Purpoſe. 

When marching near an Enemy, an 
advance Guard and Patroles on the 
Flanks are neceſſary to guard againſt a 

Surpriſe; 


March of a 
Column. 


The Ad- 
vance Guard 
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Surpriſe ; the Strength of both muſt 
depend on that of the Body in March 
and other Circumſtances. 

An Advance Guard conſiſting of one 
Officer and forty Men, ſhould be con- 
duced in the Manner following: which 
Example will ſerve to explain the Prin- 
ciple, on which more confiderable Bo- 
dies are to act on the ſame Service. 

The Advance Guard, in general, 
marches in Front of the Column, about 
two Hundred Yards; but the Diſtance 
muſt depend on the Nature of the 
Country, which when woody, makes it 
neceſſary to remain nearer the main Body, 
than when it is free from Encloſures. 

From the Advance Guard, the Officer 
detaches to his Front, a Serjeant and 
twelve Men, who are to preſerve the 
ſame Diſtance from the Officer's Party, 
that the Officer is from the Column. 
The Serjeant is in like Manner to fend 
two Men forward, and detach two others, 
one on each Flank, as ſide Patroles, 

| who 
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who are to keep in a Line with thoſe 
Men moſt in advance. 'The Officer will 
for the ſame Purpoſe, detach one Non- 
commiſſioned Officer and four Men, on 
each of his Flanks. The ſide Patroles are 
diſtant between three and four Hundred 
Yards on the Flanks, which Diſtance va- 
ries. according to the Places they have to 
examine, and the Impediments met with 
on the March. They are not to loſe Sight 
of each other for any Length of Time, 
but to take Advantage of every Height 
to look round them, and ſee that they 
preſerve a correſponding Line with each 
other, and the March of the Advance 
Guard. The Patroles mult examine all 
Villages, Hollow Ways and Woods, that 
lie in the Direction of their March; 
taking Care to reconnoitre from the 
Heights, the Country below, before they 
deſcend into the Vallies. As ſoon as the 
Enemy is perceived, the Perſon who 
diſcovers him, mult fire a Piſtol to an- 


nounce it; when the Non commiſſioned 
Othcer 
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Officer of the Party will ride to the Spot, 
and having made his Obſervations, fend 
a correct Report of what he has ſeen to 
the Officer, who is to convey it to the 
Officer commanding the Column. 
Flank Pa- It is a neceſſary Precaution to ſend out 
3 ſide Patroles from the Column, and like- 
wiſe a Rear Guard, when it is poſſible 
for an Enemy to approach in that Di- 
_ rection. The Rear Guard is to be 
conducted on the ſame Principle directed 
for the Advance. 


Breaking of Whenever an Enemy can approach | 


* only on one Flank, then the Column 


_w e e muſt march off accordingly; for Inſtancę, 
my. if the Enemy is to the Left of the Line 
: of March, break off into Column from 

the Right, and the reverſe when the 


Enemy is on the Right. 


March tothe Tn marching from Camp to the Relief 
Relief of an | : 
Advance of an Out-poſt, an advance Guard 1s 


Poſt. | proper, 


t, 
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proper, although within the Line of mo 


own Poſts, 


When arrived at the Poſt, the Relief Relief of an 


takes Place by drawing up oppoſite the 


old Guard, who muſt be on Horſeback 


to receive the new Guard. The Num- 
ber of Men neceſſary for the Relief of 
the Videts (or Sentries), are then to be 
marched off, and conducted by a Non- 
commiſſioned Officer of the old Guard. 
The Officers attend the Relief, and the 
relieving Officer muſt inform himſelf of 
the particular Orders of every Videt; 
have pointed out to him how far the Vi- 
dets are advanced by Day, and where 
retired to at Night; whether the Enemy 
appeared during the preceding twenty- 
four Hours, and in what DireQion.— 
He muſt aſk the Names of the Villages, 


and the Direction of the Roads, which 


he will compare on the Spot with his 
Map.—He ſhould know what Patroles 
have been made, to what Diſtance, . and 
how frequent; what Poſts his Flanks 

C com- 


advance 


Poſt, 


r 
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communicate with; and, in Caſe of an 


Attack, the Support to be expected, and 
from what Quarters. He likewiſe will 


inform himſelf of the Name of the Field 


Duty on the 
advanced 
Poſt. 


Officer commanding the Line of Poſts, 


and where he is to be found, in order to 


report to him if neceſſary. 


The Relief having been made, the 


new Guard will take up the ſame Ground 


which the old one occupied. The Men 


may diſmount, but not take off their 


Accoutrements, or be permitted to ſtray 
from their Horſes. 

The Horſes are to be kept conſtantly 
bitted, except when feeding, which muſt 
never exceed one Fourth of the Number 
at a Time, and at ſuch Hours as the 
Enemy are leaſt likely to appear. 


No Perſon is to be allowed to paſs the 


Out-Poſt, without producing an Order 
from the General commanding in Chief; 


nor is any Perſon to be permitted to ap- 


, proach 
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proach the Guard, under a Pretence of 
ſelling Proviſions, 'or for any other Pur- 
poſe, without the Officer firſt being in- 


formed of it. 
The Officer muſt viſit his Videts fre- 
quently by Day, and keep conſtant Pa- 


troles moving by Night. The Appear- 


ance of an Enemy in Forese, their Ap- 
proach by Night—or the Deſertion of 
any of the Videts with the Watch-Word, 
muſt not only be immediately communi: 
cated to the Field Officer commanding, 
but to the Poſts on the Right and Lett ; 
and the Counterſign be changed to guard 
againſt Surpriſe. 

Betore Sun ſet, if not done in the 
early part of the Day, the Officer ſhould 
reconnottre in Front of his Poſt; for 
which Purpoſe he muſt determine from 
his Map, the Route to be taken, and 
with fifteen or twenty of his Guard, he 
will advance on the fame Principle of 
Caution pointed out for an advanced 
Guard ; only, that the Party muſt be 

C.2 | con- 


Reconnoi- 
tring. 


Night Pa- 
troles. 
% 
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concentrated, the Force being leſs confi 


derable and unſupported. - An Officer, 


on Out-Poſt Duty, ſhould be provided 
with a good Glaſs, which in reconnoi- 
tring, will always. be found very ſer- 
viceable. Wherever two Roads meet, 
the Party ſhould halt, till one of the 
Roads is reconnoitred, without which, it 
cannot be ſafe to proceed on the other. 
On Duties of Patrole, or reconnoi- 


tring Parties, the Men muſt be ſilent and 


watchful, and march at open Files, 


At Night, Patroles are to be con- 
ducted in ſmaller Bodies than reconnoi- 
tring Parties; they will direct their 


March on the different Roads leading to- 
wards the Enemy. Three Men are to 


be advanced in Front of the Patrole; 
two of whom may be a Hundred Yards, 
and 


„ 
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| nk the third Man fifty more, i in. Feat of 


whew' to eben, ee a 
A A Non-commiſſioned Officer, or Ju- 
nior Officer, generally conducts the Pa- 
trole, as the Officer commanding muſt 
not leave his Guard during the Night. 
he The utmoſt Silence is neceſſary to the 
Safety of a Patrole, and that they ſhould 
march with Files very open. The Bark- 
ing of Dogs in Villages occupied by the 
Enemy—moving of Lights, or any Noiſe 
breaking in on the Stillneſs of Night ; 
are Tokens of the Enemy being in Mo- 
tion; and to which Patroles muſt direct 
their particular Attention. 6 
The Guard will mount their Horſes an 
Hour before Sun-ſet, and continue ſo 
till Dark; likewiſe before Day-break, 
and remain mounted, till the Approach 
of an Enemy may be clearly perceived, 
or that the Relief arrives: which Relief 
generally takes Place at Day-break, in 
Order 
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Order to have the Guards doubled at 
the Time moſt dangerous for Surpriſe, * 


* On the above Subject, and on Field Service, 
much Information is to be gained from the King 
of Pruſſia's Inſtructions to his Cavalry Officers, 
tranſlated by Lt. Forſter; alſo in General War- 
nery's Treatiſe on Cavalry, tranſlated by Lt. 
Colonel Koehler, and Inſtructions for Huſfars 
and Light Cavalry acting as ſuch in Time of 
War, all publiſhed by Egerton. | 
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